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Tariel Putkaradze, Iasha Tandilava, Mikheil Labadze
Linguistic-ethnic Identity Issues of Lazeti Georgian Inhabitants

Lazians /Chanians/ is one of the oldest Georgian communities playing the
leading role in the Georgian history science the ancient times. Despite the fact
that at present the majority of Lazians live beyond the Georgian borders, they
represent an inseparable part of our country with their speech, history and
culture.

Large part of Lazeti belonged to Georgian church: when the Georgian
church was granted autocephaly, the Khupati Castle (present day Ofi, in the
east of Rize) and the whole ‘coast of Klarjeti’ was under the rule of the king
Vakhtang Gorgasali.

Nowadays, a part of historical Chaneti (Lazeti) is situated within the
Georgian territory /Khelvachauri region/ and Artvini regions belong to the
Republic of Turkey including Hopa, Borcka and Arhavi ils (provinces). Also,
some Rize provinces: Findikli, Ardesen, Pazar and Camlihemsin ils. The
majority of Chanian toponyms and micro-toponyms are Georgian. However,
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unlike Georgian maps, Georgian toponyms are totally vanished from the
official Turkish maps. The majority of Lazeti indigenous Georgian inhabitants
possess Lazian dialects apart from their state language. These dialects are:
Khopian (Khopian-Chkhalian), Vitsur-Arkabian and Atinian-Artashenian.

There can be named five major groups of Lazians according to their ethno-
cultural identity:

1. People who regard themselves as inseparable part of Georgian ethnicity
despite their education and lack of information. These are the citizens of
Georgia, inhabitants of the following villages: Sarpi, Kvariati, Gonio, Makho,
Charnali. Simoneti and the inhabitants of Turkey who have appropriate
information (the number of such thinkers among Lazians who are citizens of
Turkey is quite few).

2. People who regard Lazian nationality as separate and different from
Georgian nationality. They think that their native language is Lazian. They
believe that Lazians and Georgians are kindred nations like, for instance,
Russians and Ukrainians or Bulgarians and Serbians, etc.’

3. People who regard Lazian as independent from Georgian ethnicity. They
think that their native language is Lazian but Lazians and Georgians are not
kindred nations; Only Megrelians are kindred with Lazians. Thus, they are at
equal distance from Turks as well as from Georgians (with exception of
Megrelians). This is the viewpoint of radically disposed Lazians including
‘Lazebura’ — an organization founded in Germany.

4. The citizens of Turkey with Lazian origins who regard themselves as a
part of Turkish nationality regardless the fact whether they know or not any
Lazian dialects. For instance: In 2004, during his visit in Vitse community, the
village of Andravati, the author of these lines witnessed how one local of
Lazeti claimed that Lazians are the descendants of the Turks coming from the
Middle Asia.

5. Assimilated groups of Lazians (the title is conditional): nowadays they
live beyond the borders of historical Lazeti (the Republic of Turkey) — in
Georgia (several villages of Tsalka region), in Greece (dispersed) and in
Ukraine (the Crimea). There can be distinguished two major groups:

a) Urums i.e. Greek-orthodox Lazian who became linguistically Turkish
and who place themselves at equal distance from Greeks, Turks and Georgians.
However, Georgian substrate in evident in their everyday lives and material
culture, Turkish speech (they live in Tsalka region and the Crimea).

b) Lazoi (‘Lazos’ in literature) —Greek-orthodox Lazians who became
Greeks (or Turks) and regard themselves as a part of Greek ethnicity. The
Georgian substrate is less evident in their culture and speech.

Recently there has been revealed more interest of Turkish Georgians in
their ethnic history and culture. At the same time, real history is viewed from a
distance by these people as they realize the interconnection of the history of
their ancestors and the Christianity —the religion they are not aware of at
present.
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The issues concerning state borders are no longer essential at present. It is
more important to raise the awareness of the society about their real history.
The accessibility to objective researches conducted in the international
scientific and informational fields will enable the societies to use their right to
know more about their own linguistic-ethnic past. Besides, the accessibility to
the objective researches will encourage the respect of all the societies towards
each other which, in our opinion, is very important for every society,
particularly for the indigenous ethnic minorities. This will create firm basis for
the survival of objective self-identification and linguistic-ethnic identity.

222



®. CB@@JO&)O(JU, 0. 0706@0@080, 8 @o&oda, @O%OO)OL) SJBOQ& 30(‘00788@070

©sbsbmo:
bsgombsgmyybo dmmo@ogob 3dsbobggds

30 08688‘3@(0 0860606“} &) Q)O m(’nm'
60?0 80688 Qo] 8@860 080 ?ma @0%860 30&70’788@0)0 @maobogo

05’)006 Qo 800’70 o 066060 O&)U)

bma Q©o3™M 88%80&)0@8600 OG \{jdgg@gbo (p(omob M| m
@("’)%860[.) 8 8&70@0)0 ﬂo D39 ZE)% @0)0 QO (470'1
@ob@mgbo Q)&’)mob L)WOBQ’ @60 8(*)6300) m&gg (’)&)OUE@OQ’O[}@O
(PlJOBO 30&7@030&’) O(jbo@ 686 &7(')8 @0%360 30(470')‘8 maobo 0(47006
Qo 800’)0 860 Qo oggog 0&70’) oo, 080[}%‘] 08650886 66’)(') 30‘0%0

Qo 80[.)0 726605@0’138@0‘0&)0 @83[)05(060, 0Qo(3 o 860 30 ”39
b

@)m%&o@ >00ob NGl 0.

8078@0 o%ob@og 06\@ 3063000 e (oj ool
gg@o@)m@oo%g abm i 60@@30@06 18 4o %(E ol 306 ombg -
Q ol 30(470@ of’oa bmcgg@o boc’n%ob 68 30(’000 bo&Smmo

398 oébols @)8(/00@0)(000 %

od bmqg@ob @o?g bdmgvo(go 308@060(’0 bob%’og@m %’ggb
fggimoq)ﬁ]b 30(4)33 27 d@ob(go @o%@f’o 860%8 b%og@abo OL’ dogoog
4oMao o

806(4708 ‘?.) 88 080(300 &7(*)8 Q’Oof) 6[) mosobo ﬂo@m\{j@o OBBOBOL}

dog 0360 omd b omobwmbo obdsbom bomo
bo%g 86%3063@%1 J 380 @8@ o@ﬂo%%@obﬂ Jommygogolo, 30639 OL?UBQ)%Y’&)
3o@odol  dogh  Igeo ?0@0 c’oo(j @o%\@@ 960%g  Logmadel oo
od 3@36[} o ba@mg%a@c’oog odb

08 ,,bobggvad 30b9emmdo’ ngogo obmg&o c’nmgm(’nogoov 3 4y

obﬂg%’ o@o(ab 0300mbgg  ombo@ogl oo @og@gggoo

c’omg %ob @og@ﬂgob , 0dob - F, odol -y, odob - d o 0.9

o Loobms  yzgmomgho b, bmEe  moebgdl mogﬁ; Jobormemo
0bdobo 80330’)9 5

Uno ombgol - bo  Logobmo  mobmbo Lo dob  obmob 0
m%%) Lg@od @%moBo%g% o3 06606007 960, 86?72?8 3 3@3@ Q&?S@o

99d9a  4emolgddo Ls 808@060(’03«16[} ﬂoc’om@@ 0bdobom,  Jobormem
go%a Sobmgoboo 9L E%oc’om

@ bobwmd-LEomobumbo ooygbo  Logombo
bo@cg% bdm@ob Qo %)68% oag%om@og dm bBQE)

040©9d0mbds  bogm 30(’*730 sbmbo %)066 ?)o Jobommo  obdobom
o g®e, 0@606"8 ab o&)ob obrmggm g obdobom. o0, ool

23940ad@> Limgrol 0339
(?) (émovo 403300l %@0330 ©qdds 0300600 bozombormmbo
‘8@ é‘)OL) 606800’70(4)860b07 (88%(')()@ @omo&@(ﬁo 066060 L)
go%o %)(Y)BOQ’OO 08 %obomgob 5060@0070@ 07"0(4)3860[)0)30[{)
O?OO’)&') %obomgob &MB@U%OG dsa@o 06606(7[) (HUL)%)OBQ’OL) L}OB mmb
\7"3@0330@ 5©g0mbgb.

223



®. CB@@JO&)O(JU, 0. 0706@0@080, 8 @o&oda, @O%OO)OL) SJBOQ& 30(‘00788@070

306’)0@0 @O m‘@&?é‘@@o 066060(7) %’85’)0 dombSOb gab%)ongb
80’78@0 L)an §8@0:€30@0 8(‘780 Q)O’)

Bb 00706‘0&)0 066060?) {8 8(')@ 60 0&7080&760’1 ‘00@80@86[)
%’U&)O dombg(ﬂ) %7 (QUL}VOS@OL) 0&)03’1 QO@O@ OOQBO@UBL\
l)o UBUBOL) b%’m&)o 608(’007380[)06

06&)08 O%ang oom 80b o &73‘8@0 @Omogo%agmq’o
066060 800’) 8@(")86 &70@ 0668@86 @O%@ 0O 860[) %8[}%’08@0[) 8007

A’)O’) 0@80@0 %6060 03807 OCT)O d‘@@@‘o&)ob 800)0 agob
80 mabO@B 80 ﬂo&m‘o 06 SO0O0.

‘O@O’)Og% mb&)@gmob %O&&O&)mb 60 (0(*18@3680(3 @O%Ugobom
@O%‘O&)O 860 ‘OO&)\%UBU[} QO Q’O 6[) od‘@mo(’)o 860 30(470')8@0 %’8
OL)OBO U)‘CJ 6 0&7008 aomo 066060 0(4706‘8@00 @O 0(470
%O&)O’) angOb 600’78@00 m‘O &70(80 &Oamobo@agm@o aomo

gbigee b

000 muUo [9]0)] o O SO O o 0O

Q’[;Omog%&)o 8 0. 36&06@8@0 i%%i%‘@@o OQE)/&OBOL) %8“)%360[) 603%791&70

386@8‘/” oo
b LymmoBo  3obggem  mb b obyh  gbob

b%’og@a%obomg(ﬁ 00’906%&70 06606 ZE) %Oamgggoyaadomgb 20(4768[{]]80{82
O?BOQ’OLJOL} L)Ob ™M ‘OBOSU&?L)O@U@O[J L)OOBOO’)SU 603<4>m doco @&708
03@0‘@&70 8(‘)6 %O@am ‘O @0 800@('1[) &70@&06 %3 L) 8(033(033%
lJOdOO)bOL) L)%)m&)o@ O@OS&)O[) ‘O%U‘SO (9] LJOB‘OO’) 60

L)OBO(’?(*)O L)OO')O o@m m8680 (88b0038<470 Qbmgé) 800@(*16
@8606‘%&? b@O@OG‘O&O 6060(’0 0@8&70 3W@O®Od0l) Qoa 060638868@070
foboomdegs,.

Qw%o N1 © moEme o
boj OEQ@%@)&)OQQO c%b@o@)-g@)ob b@lﬂQgSG)o.

60@8(")688‘@0@00 60%80’7 ,,dmaggob@)ob“ 1937 %)@Ob 28
03@08 @6008500@06

224



	tariel futkaraZe
	qarTvelologiis aqtualuri problemebi
	da saqarTvelos sapatriarqos  wmida andria pirvelwodebulis  saxelobis qarTuli universitetis qarTvelologiis centris amocanebi
	Tariel Putkaradze
	Actual Problems of Kartvelology and Objectives of the Kartvelological Centre of Saint Andrew the First-Called Georgian University of the Patriarchate of Georgia

	Avtandil Nikoleishvili
	Apkhazian Writers and Georgia

	manana tabiZe, merab naWyebia
	omisSemdgomi afxazeTis enobrivi situaciisa da enobrivi kanonmdeblobis kompleqsuri  daxasiaTeba

	Manana Tabidze, Merab Nachkebia
	Complex Analysis of Linguistic Situation and Linguistic Legislation
	of Post-war Abkhazia (1993-2012)


