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Andrew Andersen

Playing “"Unpredictable Past” for the Sake of Dubious
Future

The article written by Dr. Andrew Andersen of the Centre for Military and
Strategic Studies (CMSS) at the University of Calgary, Canada, is an answer to
an article written by the “Vice Premier of South Ossetia” Boris Chochiyev and
published by REGNUM under the title “Vice Premier of South Ossetia Carries
out Literacy Campaign in Homeland History.”

At the beginning of the article Andrew Andersen made a few sarcastic
comments regarding specific Soviet-style lingo of Chochiyev’s text and
reminded the readers about the absence of the courses providing necessary
background knowledge of regional history in the curricula of the majority of
schools of the world throughout the 20" century, especially of the schools
attended by Mr. Chochiyev whose political career developed predominantly
within the Young Coummunist League (also known as Komsomol) of the USSR.

Andersen further debunked the myth of the “United Ossetia” that Cochiyev
believes to have existed in the middle of the 18" century and been
incorporated into the Russian Empire as per the Treaty of Kucuk-Kaynarca
(1774). The author referred to various historical documents as well as to the
writings of well-known experts in the field of East Mediterranean history that
clearly proved that there was never ever any “united Ossetia” in the area and
that even North Ossetia (or “Russian Ossetia”) did not exist as a separate unit
by the end of Russo-Turkish war of 1768-74, being an integral part of the
Russian-annexed Kabardia.

Andersen’s article also provided some background historical information
regarding Eastern Georgia and its Ossetian community that had been fully
integrated into poly-ethnic Georgia until certain external powers (Soviet and
post-Soviet Russia) started using Ossetian minority of Georgia in the
expansionist projects of the Kremlin.

Andersen concluded the article expressing the hope that the Ossetians of
Georgia would stop being used as pawns in foreign geopolitical games and
come to reconciliation with the Georgians and re-incorporation into the
Georgian state in its internationally recognized borders.
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