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Nomadi Bartaia

Georgians and Iranians in Each Other’s Notion
Summary

Iranians referred to Georgians with the following terms: Vrkan - in old
Persian, Varu n - middle Persian and Abkh z and Gorji - in modern Persian.

As long as Vrkan nad Varu n means ‘the country of wolves’ (suffix ‘n’
refers to geographical names) and the wolf for Iranians represents the symbol of
strength and bravery, it becomes clear what was the image of Georgians in
Iranian notion.

According to the Persian sources, the new term denoting Georgians like
‘Abx z’ and ‘Gorj’ evoked only positive emotions.

Georgian people referred to Iranians with the following terms: Persian,
‘Kizilbash’ and Iranian.

According to the Georgian sources, terms denoting Iranians evoked negative
feelings in Georgians. The term ‘Persian’ was not an exception, mainly in the
XII century, when Persian was a state and literary language in the Turkish-
Seljuq Empire, the term ‘Persian’ implied not only ethnic Persian but Muslims,
in general.

Since Georgia become an independent state and in 1992 Iran and Georgia, as
two independent states, managed to form direct relationship with each other, the
image of enemy of Iranians formed in the notion of Georgians for centuries, has
begun to disappear.
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