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Manana Tabidze /Thbilisi.Saint Andrew the First-Called
Georgian University of the Patriarchate of Georgia/

Linguistic Markersof Georgians Exiled in Iran
Summary

Nowadays, there exist a few lexemes used as markers of Georgians
living outside the borders of Georgia, such as: ‘emigration’, ‘living
abroad’, Georgians ‘settled” in Iran, Turkey, Georgian community of
Fereydan, Turkish Georgians, Georgians exiled from Kakheti,
‘Chveneburebi’ denoting‘Georgiansin Turkey’, etc.

It should be noted that our historical past (like for any country its own
history) is now perceived with semiotic urgency as long as the past is the
axis around which these people (society, nation) are consolidated. People
feel closeness while recalling common happiness and sorrow, similar
attitude towards one and the same historical fact, even their knowledge of
this or that historical moment. Thus, centuriedater, common past may
turn out to be a unifying memory not only from one side of the
barricades, but also from the side of those standing on the opposite sides.

Within the context of researching national identity of Georgians, the
fate of Kartl-Kakheti in the 17" centurycan be considered as one of the
most significant historicd moments. We mean the great tragedy of
Kakheti when Georgians were exiled abroad. Linguistic markers referring
Georgians exiled in Iran are common for any more or less educated
Georgian: ‘Fereydan is a pain of Georgia’, ‘It’s far from Gurjistan
(Georgia)’, ‘Do not become a Tatar’, “Had it not been treason’, etc.

Despite the fact that Georgians of Fereydan happened to be exiled in
Persia as aresult of brutal wars, while assessing the events of this epoch,
Georgian historical and literary sources are recallingmore about mistakes
and treason committed by Georgians than talking about the responsibility
of Persians. This attitude seems to be deeply embedded in the Georgian
consciousness; it is obvious that no nation is free from ‘treason and
deceit’ and these vicious sides of men’s nature are everywhere. However,
Georgians turn out to feel particular responsibility for the behavior of
their fellow citizens and they tend to generalize every single
fallaciousness. Expressions like ‘“We, Georgians, are unreliable’, “We are
traitors’, ‘We are lazy’, ‘We do not appreciate each other’, etc. are very
common.

Under the Communist Regime, it was an unattainable dream to see
Fereydan Georgians. That might have been thereason why imagination
and idedlization were added to the little information people had about
their compatriots. People retold each other about successful deeds of
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Fereydan Georgians, their high level of knowledge of the Georgian
language, existence of Georgian villages with Georgian names, |ullaby
sung by Fereydan mothers, families having many children (this myth is
invented by people concerned by the number of Georgian population),
baking maize-bread with an image of cross on it, etc. It can be concluded
that like Fereydan Georgians kept legends and myths defining their
identity, Georgians also created a new kind of mythology about their
compatriotsliving in Fereydan.
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