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Problems of Teaching Georgian Verbal Morphosyntax: Two
Difficulties and Some Suggestions

Summary

The main problem of acquisition of Georgian as a second language is
that the structure of this language is very different from that of the
languages spoken by the mgjority of learners. As a consequence, it isvery
difficult for students to recognize common features and be able to draw
upon these similarities. The aim of this paper is to share the double
experience of learning and teaching Georgian in order to extract some
general principles. We focus our attention on two elements which
constitute the origin of common mistakes made by the students: the
polypersonnal conjugation and the marking of core arguments (subject,
direct and indirect objects). In both cases, we describe the situation and
explain why it is difficult for non-Georgians to understand and assimilate
these features. In addition, we propose a few suggestions in order to
simplify the acquisition of these rules. Besides useful tips, we also offer
sample exercises. The presented analyses and materials intend to
contribute to the development of methods of teaching Georgian as second
language.
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