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Vakhtang Guruli /Saint Andrew the First-Called Georgian
University of the Patriarchate of Georgia/

For the History of GeorgiansExiled in Iran
(since the 17" Century)
Summary

In 1941-1944, the political leadership of the Soviet Union got
serioudy interested in Georgians exiled in the Iranian province —
Fereydan in the early 17" century. According to severa historical
sources, Joseph Stalin intended to return Fereydan Georgians to their
historic homeland. Soviet embassy of Iran received an instruction from
Moscow to collect materids about Georgians living in Fereydan.
Georgians political leadership, Georgian diplomats and other specialists
were also involved in this. Officia correspondence started between
Thilis and Moscow. Representatives of the Soviet security services went
to Iran, visited Georgian villages and described the seen in their reports.
According to this report, there were eleven Georgian villagesin Fereydan
by 1943: Zemo Akhora (1000 households), Kvemo Akhora (200
households), Dashkesani (60 households), Buini (220 households),
Dombekamari or Miiandashti (240 households), Akhcha (90
households), Shahiurdi (120 households), Apus (300 households),
Chugureti(200 households), Sibaki (250 households), Jakjaki (150
households). The overwhelming majority of Fereydan Georgians were
peasants, some of them were landowners: Reza Kuli Khan, Khosro Khan,
Bagir Khan (in Kvemo Akhora), Hgji Heidar, Haji Ahmed (Dashkesan).
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