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TARIEL PUTKARADZE
St. Andrew the First-Called Georgian University

of the Patriarchate of Georgia

Ethnos and Language of Communication
in Shota Rustaveli's Poem - the Knight in the Panther's Skin
Summary

It is impossible to identify the historic Georgia to any of the 15
states described in the Knight in the Panther’s Skin: Shota Rustaveli does
not mention Georgia in its creation. The fact is that apart from foreign
merchants, language of communication of every character in the Knight in
the Panther’s Skin is Georgian that highlights the conditionality of the
ethnos described in the XII-XIII century poem. The fact that the
Geographical landscape described in the Knight in the Panther’s Skin,
linguistic-ethnical and ethnographic characteristics of the Arab as well as
the Indian ethnos refer to the political, historic, ethnic and linguistic reality
of the author’s homeland — Georgia. Accordingly, we can conclude the
following:

Using the names of major states of the world as the names of the
states described in the poem explains the intention of Shota Rustaveli to
describe state models, coexistence and principles of internal arrangement
of the country. The great thinker clearly shows power transmission
(change of the government) procedures and acceptable as well as
unacceptable principles and models of planning the state development.
Taking all this into consideration might be beneficial even for the
contemporary leaders. The author prioritizes Arabic model: the voluntary
marriage of the king's daughter to the commander of the country (and not
the forced marriage on the Prince of the other origin, for example, George
the Russian); In this respect, the Knight in the Panther's Skin can be
considered to be the artistic justification of the marriage of Tamar and
David Soslan, and it is logical to mention that, in terms of the transfer of
power, India is also a projection of Georgia: the Arab state with a positive
subtext, while India with a negative one.



