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TARIEL PUTKARADZE, MARIKA TEDORADZE

Discussion About the Status of the Megrelian Speech in the
20-30-ies of the 20-th century
/In the scope of the modern context/

In the occupied teritories the Tsarist Russia, which was always acted with the
principle “divide and conquer”, had been tried to offer the regional dialect to
one group of Georgians (Megrelians, Svans and Lazes) as the language of the
church and education, instead of the multi-century Georgian language. After
the offering the regional dialect the next step by the Bolshevik Russia would
probably be the offering of the Russian language.

The Bolsheviks did not care the language of the church, though they had
developed the same policy in the educational and cultural domains in order
to separate the Georgian nation.

With this aim, on the one hand , they tried to substitute the Georgian
language with Russian (with the language of revolution). On the other
hand, they tried to substitute it with the local dialects.

The Bolsheviks established the Kartvelian dialects as the “undeveloped
languages” — “unwritten languages”. The holders of these languages were
considered as “peoples” without culture;

At the same time, the Bolsheviks tried to create the new literary languages and
this action can be qualified as their effort of remaking this group of Georgians
(who had long century civilization) as the “cultural peoples”.

With this aim, since 1922 the Bolsheviks have activated the several groups in
Samegrelo, who were supported by J. Stalin. The worthies individuals and
heroes from Georgia (/Samegrelo} were against to them. The discussion had
lasted from 1922 to 1932. Two main approaches were shaped:

1. The way of separating Georgians linguistically and culturally:
in Samegrelo, Lazeti and Svaneti in the first years of education the
language of education should be the local “language” instead of
Georgian. The local “language” should also be the language of
Press and administration... In sum, their goal was to remake
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Megrelian’s (Svans’s) own historical literary culture like foreign
for the major part of these Georgians.

2. The way of the preserving the historical linguistic unity of
Georgians. Accordingly to the tradition, teaching in Georgian
language at the beginning of the education at the primary schools of
Samegrelo (Svaneti, Lazeti); in case of the necessity, using the local
dialects as the auxiliary means. In sum to save the unity of the
Georgian nation with the saving the historical literary culture.

The broad discussion had been lasted for 10 years and finalized in 1932-33
by the conclusion made by Arn. Chikobava and other linguists, who were
opposed to J. Stalin with the support of L. Beria. Particularly, in our article
on the basis of the archival data we analyze the inexpedient idea of the
“Megrelian language” (also, “Svan language”) schools in details, also the
process of making the conclusion by the particular committee of the
Georgian Communistic government in 1933; we also analyze Arn
Chikobava’s position of compromises.

The present-day discussion about the status of the Kartvelian Idioms is
also discussed in our article on the basis of the archival data; Actually, this
discussion is the continuation of the discussion in 30-ies, particularly:

- Because of the special interest from the international funds to preserve
the endangered unwritten languages, the individuals who would like to
obtain the grants easily, are ready to establish these Kartvelian oral idioms
as the “undeveloped languages” or “unwritten languages”. They offer the
government to adjust the frame of “the Charter of the regional or minority
language” to the unwritten Kartvelian “Languages” (this action will cause
the linguistic and ethnic separation of Georgian).

-The other groups of the scholars or experts fairly think, that we —
Georgians have one mother tongue — Georgian during the so many
centuries, which, at the same time is the National language of Georgia. The
regional varieties of this language are oral Kartvelian idioms. As far as the
statements of the “Charter of the Regional or Minority languages” could
not be spread on the state language varieties, the government of Georgia
have the constitutional obligations, to preserve the Georgian literary
language and Kartvelian dialects from the possible danger.



