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Keso Gejua

Konstantine Gamsakhurdia on the Expository Dictionary of
the Georgian language

The article discusses two letters by Konstantine Gamsakhurdia on the
Expository Dictionary of the Georgian language. The letter -
"Lexicological notes" from 1951 and "For Georgian language Institution™
from 1956.

The main accents of Konstantine Gamsakhurdia, which consistently
include lexicographical comments, include: 1. Lexical material of so
called “Old Georgian” incompatibility in the vocabulary (As explained,
the work is the "New Literary Language" Dictionary). 2. To become
visible the lexical stock hidden in the dialects. The main point of these
letters and the linguistic concept of Konstantine Gamsakhurdia is his
answer to the remark: "The Expository Dictionary of the Georgian
language had to pay attention for the folk speech. This moment is not
totally ignored in the dictionary, but it would be desirable that from
Georgian dialects, even from Tchanuri-Megrelian-Svan would be more
the verbal material. Various branches of the Georgian language — so, its
dialects are endless and still incompatibility materials for both the writer
and the linguist. ...Ancient, but still unused words in literature can be
found in Guria, Zemo (Upper) and Kvemo (Lower) Imereti, Racha-
Lechkhumi, Samegrelo and Svaneti" (K. Gamsakhurdia, 1956; VI Ch.
1963, pp 591-592).

A reply letter by Arn. Chikobava to K. Gamsakhurdia: "For Objective
Criteria of Establishing Norms of the Literary Georgian Language"
("Literary Newspaper"”, Ne229, 1956) and the following volumes of

explanatory vocabulary show that the publication continued in relevance
with the principles developed by the Commission for the Explanatory
Dictionary of the Georgian Language.

Georgia's linguistic integrity could not be presented under the
Expository Dictionary of the Georgian language of those times of political
pressures of Georgia; it does not include the Megrelian-Laz and Svan
language vocabulary-classification next to other dialects. We think that
this defect should be filled within the frame of new edition.



